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RUSSIA PROBE 
NETS BIG FISH 


Former national security adviser Michael Flynn leaves federal court in Washington on Friday. He admitted lying to the FBI, becoming 
the first Trump White House official to plead guilty in the probe led by special counsel Robert Mueller. Susan Walsh, Associated Press 


Ex-national security adviser Michael Flynn pleads 
guilty, says he’s cooperating with investigation 


Carol D. Leonnig, Adam Entous, 
Devlin Barrett and Matt Zapotosky 
Washington Post 


Former national security adviser Michael 
Flynn pleaded guilty Friday to lying to the 
FBI about his contacts with Russian Ambas- 
sador Sergey Kislyak and, in an ominous 
sign for the White House, said he is cooper- 
ating in the ongoing probe of possible coor- 
dination between the Trump campaign and 
the Kremlin to influence the 2016 election. 

When Flynn was forced out of the White 
House in February, officials said he had mis- 
led the administration, including Vice Pres- 
ident Mike Pence, about his contacts with 
Kislyak. But court records and people famil- 
iar with the contacts indicated he was act- 
ing in consultation with senior Trump tran- 
sition officials, including President Donald 
Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner, in his 
dealings with the diplomat. 

Flynn’s plea revealed that he was in touch 
with senior Trump transition officials before 
and after his communications with the 
ambassador. 

The pre-inauguration communica- 
tions with Kislyak involved efforts to blunt 
Obama administration policy decisions — 
on sanctions on Russia and a U.N. resolution 
on Israel — potential violations of a rarely 
enforced law. 

Flynn said in a statement: “It has been 
extraordinarily painful to endure these 
many months of false accusations of ‘trea- 
son’ and other outrageous acts. Such false 
accusations are contrary to everything I 
have ever done and stood for. But I recog- 
nize that the actions I acknowledged in court 
today were wrong, and, through my faith in 
God, Iam working to set things right. 

“My guilty plea and agreement to cooper- 
ate with the Special Counsel’s Office reflect 
a decision I made in the best interests of 
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my family and of our country. I accept full 
responsibility for my actions.” 

Flynn admitted in his plea that he lied 
to the FBI about several December conver- 
sations with Kislyak. In one, on Dec. 22, he 
contacted the Russian ambassador about 
the incoming administration’s opposition 
toa U.N. resolution condemning Israeli set- 
tlements as illegal and requested that Rus- 
sia vote against or delay it, court records say. 
The ambassador later called back and indi- 
cated Russia would not vote against it, the 
records say. 

In another conversation, on Dec. 29, 
Flynn called the ambassador to ask Russia 
not to escalate an ongoing feud over sanc- 
tions imposed by the Obama administra- 
tion, court records say. The ambassador later 
called back and said Russia had chosen not 
to retaliate, the records say. 

Flynn admitted as a part of his plea that 
when the FBI asked him on Jan. 24 — four 
days after Trump was inaugurated — about 
his dealings with the Russians, he did not 
truthfully describe the interactions. But per- 
haps more interestingly, he said others in the 
transition knew he was in contact with Kis- 
lyak. 

Flynn admitted that before speaking with 
the ambassador, he called a senior transition 
official, whose name is not listed in court 
records, at the Mar-a-Lago resort on Dec. 29 
“to discuss what, if anything, to communi- 
cate to the Russian ambassador about the 
U.S. Sanctions” and learned that transition 
members did not want Russia to escalate the 
situation. And when the ambassador later 
informed him Russia would not retaliate, 
Flynn told senior members of the transition 
team, court records say. 

The records say that a “very senior mem- 
ber of the Presidential Transition Team” 
directed Flynn to contact officials from 
SEE FLYNN, 4 
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Jared Kushner is a 
White House senior 
adviser and son-in-law 
to President Donald 
Trump. 


Report: Kushner directed 
Flynn to contact Russia 


President Donald Trump's son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, was identified to several 
wire services as the “very senior member 
of the Presidential Transition Team” who 
directed former national security adviser 
Michael Flynn to contact officials from 
foreign governments, including Russia. 


Kushner, with no background in politics 
or diplomacy, emerged early in Trump’s 
presidency as one of the prime forces in 
the White House. Former U.S. officials and 
foreign diplomats said he led the effort to 
defeat a U.N. Security Council resolution 
concerning Israeli settlements. 


Kushner is son of real estate developer 
Charles Kushner, who went to prison in 
2005 in a case spearheaded by then-U.S. 
Attorney and now Gov. Chris Christie. 
Kushner Companies, the firm run by 
Jared’s family, owns property across New 
Jersey, including the troubled One Journal 
Square project in Jersey City. 


— Staff and wire services 
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McConnell 
on taxes: 
‘We have 
the votes’ 


By beefing up breaks, 
leaders win over holdouts 


Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon and Stephen 
Ohlemacher Associated Press 


Republicans used a burst of 11th-hour 
horse-trading Friday to edge a $1.4 trillion 
tax bill to the brink of Senate passage, as 
a party starved all year for a major legisla- 
tive triumph took a giant step toward giv- 
ing President Donald Trump one of his top 
priorities by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., declared 
after leaders swayed holdout senators by 
agreeing to fatten tax breaks for businesses 
and let homeowners deduct up to $10,000 
of property taxes, restoring part of a tax 
break important to New Jersey residents. 

Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., said the 
change wasn’t enough as he pushed on the 
Senate floor to restore the full state and 
local tax deduction. 

“No matter how you slice it, gutting or 
even limiting the state and local tax deduc- 
tion is a direct assault on middle-class fam- 
ilies in America’s highest-earning, most 
economically productive states,” he said. 

Party leaders hoped for Senate approval 
later Friday on the measure, which focuses 
SEE TAXES, 4 
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Sweeney’s race 
sets U.S. record 
for spending 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


State Senate President Stephen Swee- 
ney’s successful battle to retain his seat 
despite an onslaught of attacks from New 
Jersey’s largest teachers union appears 
to be the most expensive legislative cam- 
paign in American history, according to the 
state’s election watchdog agency. 

The race in South Jersey’s 3rd District 
cost $18.7 million, according the New Jer- 
sey Election Law Enforcement Commis- 
sion, which released its final campaign 
spending report for the state’s legislative 
races this year. 

That’s $2.2 million more than the pre- 
vious record-holder for the nation’s most 
expensive legislative campaign: A 2000 
race in which Democrat John Burton kept 
his California state Senate seat. That cam- 
paign cost $16.5 million when adjusted for 
inflation. 

ELEC said the record was determined 
SEE SWEENEY, 8 


IN SPORTS 
Boone gets Yankees job 


Former Yankee Aaron 

X Boone has been picked to 
succeed Joe Girardi as the 
next Yankees manager, 
sources said Friday. Page 17 
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